












Summary of Public Comments and Agency Response 

Proposed Revisions to Bulletin 741, Louisiana Handbook for School Administrators 
 
 
 
Background 
On June 25, 2020, the Louisiana Department of Education (LDE), in partnership with the Louisiana Department 

of Health (LDH) and the Resilient Louisiana Commission, released Strong Start 2020: Guidelines and Resources 

for School Reopening, which provide guidance for how schools across the state may reopen for the 2020-2021 

school year by taking actions to reduce the spread of COVID-19. Specifically, Strong Start 2020 includes best 

practices and guidelines for districts relative to bus capacity, student group size, student symptom monitoring, 

face coverings, and food prep and meal service.   

  

On June 30, 2020, the Louisiana Legislature passed House Bill 59 of the 2020 First Extraordinary Session. The 

bill was signed into law by Governor John Bel Edwards on July 7, 2020, and became Act 9. Act 9 requires the 

State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) to adopt, no later than July 15, 2020, emergency 

rules informed by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines to provide minimum 

standards, policies, medical exceptions, and regulations to govern the reopening of schools for the 2020-2021 

school year. 

  

On July 14, 2020, BESE approved emergency rules relative to Bulletin 741, Louisiana Handbook for School 

Administrators: 401. Background; §403. Minimum Requirements for Reopening and Operatng School Facilities; 

§405. Local Education Agency (LEA) Reopening Policies and Plans; and §3703. Definitions. The revisions 

established minimum health and safety standards, ensuring the protection of students, faculty, staff, and others on 

school property to the maximum extent possible and practical, for reopening school facilities for the 2020-2021 

school year. 

 

Public Comments Received 
BESE received public comment(s) regarding the aforementioned policy revisions from Dr. Janet Pope, Executive 

Director of the Louisiana School Board Association (LSBA). The comments submitted by Dr. Pope concern the 

extent to which the emergency rules adopted by BESE in July 2020 are applicable to extracurricular and athletic 

events taking place outside the educational setting and instructional day. 

 

Agency Response 

The rules adopted by BESE in July 2020 “were developed by the LDE in coordination with the LDH, using 

guidance provided by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) regarding school settings, defined as a setting in 

which educational services are provided to children.” On September 28, 2020, BESE leadership, on advice of 

counsel, submitted a letter to Superintendent Cade Brumley clarifying that the aforementioned rules were 

developed for activities that occur during the instructional day. Further, decisions concerning activities that occur 

outside of the instructional day and/or any other local business affair should be determined by LEAs. For these 

reasons, the LDE does not recommend that the Board approve further revisions to Bulletin 741, Louisiana 

Handbook for School Administrators: 401. Background; §403. Minimum Requirements for Reopening and 

Operatng School Facilities; §405. Local Education Agency (LEA) Reopening Policies and Plans; and §3703. 

Definitions. 

 

 






